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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,5,15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sawada (US 6,738,165) in view of Onishi et al (JP 2000-115485). 

Regarding claim 1, which is representative of claims 5,15-16, Sawada discloses a 
transparent cover 2 having a first surface on an image reading region sid e (Col 4 Lines 32- 
35), and a second surface 1 away from the first surface; a light source th rowing light to the 
image reading region from a second-surface side of the transparent cover (Col 4 Lines 46- 
52); and a plurality of light receiving elements 7 each receiving reflected light from the 
image reading region and outputtingan image signal corresponding to an amount of the 
light received (Col 4 Lines 55-67; Col 5 Lines 1-3). 

Sawada does not disclose expressly wherein the transparent cover includes a 
transparent main body of a synthetic resin, and a transparent glass member corresponding 
to the image reading region, that the transparent main body has a groove corresponding to 
the image reading region, the transparent glass member being placed in the groove; and 
that the transparent main body and the transparent glass member each has a surface which 
is flush with each other and provides the first surface. 
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Onishi discloses wherein the transparent cover includes a transparent main body of a 
synthetic resin, and a transparent glass member corresponding to the image reading region, 
that the transparent main body has a groove corresponding to the image reading region, the 
transparent glass member being placed in the groove; and that the transparent main body 
and the transparent glass member each has a surface which is flush with each other and 
provides the first surface (Paragraphs 17,22,24 Description of the Invention). 

Sawada & Onishi are combinable because they are from the same scope of nature. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Sawada and Onishi. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been as both systems involve 
image reading within a scanner. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Fujimoto with Sawada to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims. 

3. Claims 3,6-13,17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sawada (US 6,738,165) in view of Onishi (JP 2000-115485) and further in view of 
Fujimoto et al (US 6,195,183). 

Considering claim 3, Sawada teaches wherein the groove is provided by a through 
hole formed in the transparent cover (Col 5 Lines 62-67). 

Regarding claims 6-7,9-12, Sawada teaches wherein the nontransparent region is 
formed with a white spot and/or the black spot (Col 6 Lines 36-44). 

Considering claim 8, Fujimoto teaches wherein the image reading region is linear (Col 
5 Line 67-Col 6 Lines 1-6), the transparent cover having a nontransparent region 
corresponding to the other end portion of the image reading region (Fig 2; Ref 3). 
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Considering claim 13, Fujimoto teaches wherein the nontransparent region is 
provided by a nontransparent member separate from the glass member and the cover main 
body, placed in the groove (Col 5 Lines 55-59). 

Considering claim 17, Sawada teaches comprising a nontransparent region provided 
at least at one longitudinal end portion of the groove (Col 6 Lines 36-44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the white spot and the black spot" in lines 9-10 of page 
3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D Gibbs whose telephone number is 703-306- 
4152. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-4PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/890,758 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2622 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L Coles can be reached on 703-305-4712. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Heather D Gibbs 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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